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Dad rescues daughter,
age 4, from pool

A 4-year-old girl was pulled
from a private swimming pool
Saturday afternoon and re-
vived by her father, Omaha po-
lice said.
Rescuers were called to

a home in the 9700 block of
Westchester Drive in the Re-
gency neighborhood at 3:43
p.m.
The girl was coughing up wa-

ter and breathing on her own
when paramedics arrived, said
Officer Michael Pecha, a police
spokesman.
She was taken by ambulance

to Children’s Hospital & Medi-
cal Center and was expected
to make a full recovery, Pecha
said.— Susan Szalewski

Man dies after car
hits him on I-80 ramp

An Omaha man died Satur-
day when he was struck by a
vehicle near the off-ramp of In-
terstate 80 at 42nd Street.
Jermaine Scott, 32, had left a

stopped vehicle on the ramp at
about 2:20 a.m., police said.
Scott then walked into the

westbound traffic lane and was
hit by a 1997 Oldsmobile Cut-
lass Supreme driven by Tyler
Johnson, 21, of Omaha.
Scott was taken to the Ne-

braska Medical Center, where
he died from his injuries. John-
son wasn’t hurt.
—Kirby Kaufman

Man hurt in
three-vehicle crash

A 55-year-old Sarpy County
man was critically injured Sat-
urdaywhen the pickup truck he
was driving flipped onto its top
after hitting two cars at 132nd
Street and Cornhusker Drive,
the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said.
The man, identified as Kirk

Windhorst, was flown by heli-
copter to Creighton University
Medical Center after the crash,
which was reported at 2:36 p.m.
The hospital was not releasing
his condition Saturday night.
Jennifer Eck, 20, of La Vista,

also was hurt and was taken
by ambulance to Creighton,
said Capt. John Kucer. She was
treated at the hospital and re-
leased, a hospital spokeswoman
said.
A preliminary investigation

indicated that all three ve-
hicles had been heading north
on 132nd Street. The two cars
had been stopped at a stop sign
when they were struck by the
pickup, Kucer said.
Eck was driving one of the

cars. A 52-year-old man and his
13-year-old son who were in the
second car were not injured,
the captain said.
— Susan Szalewski

Man gets 5 years
in child porn case

An Omaha man has been sen-
tenced to five years in prison
for distributing child pornogra-
phy over the Internet.
Kelly Strayer was also or-

dered to serve five years’ pro-
bation and to register as a sex
offender during Thursday’s
sentencing hearing in U.S. Dis-
trict Court. The 26-year-old had
faced up to 20 years in prison.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office

says another investigation led

authorities to Strayer, who ad-
mitted to sharing child pornog-
raphy online and had 38 videos
on his computer.
Strayer was indicted in De-

cember 2008.—AP

NEBRASKA

Man dies after trench
collapses on him

CROFTON — A Lewis and
Clark Rural Water District
employee has died after being
trapped in a collapsed trench in
northern Knox County.
Sheriff Jim Janecek said Ga-

len Jueden, 48, of Hartington
and a co-worker were working
in the trench when it collapsed
just before 11 a.m. Friday.
Rescuers pulled both men

from the trench, but Jueden
died at the scene.—AP

Body recovered in
search for boater

HOMER — Authorities
searching for a missing boater
have found a body near the
Homer boat ramp to the Mis-
souri River.
The man found Friday after-

noon has not yet been identified
by officials, but family mem-
bers said he was Dustin Pearce,
26, of Homer, who fell out of a
boat May 29.
Crews from Iowa and Ne-

braska had been searching for
him.—AP

IOWA

Woman dies after
Jeep overturns

ATLANTIC — A 44-year-old
woman died when the vehicle
she was riding in overturned in
Atlantic.
Katrina L. Christensen of At-

lantic was a passenger in a 2010
Jeep Wrangler that went out of
control on Highland Road, the
Iowa State Patrol said.
Christine A. Riedemann, 45,

of Griswold was the driver of
the Jeep. She was taken to Cass
CountyMemorial Hospital with
unspecified injuries.
The accident occurred about

5:30 p.m. Friday. Both women
were wearing seat belts.
The State Patrol said the ve-

hicle was westbound on High-
land Road between Front and
Pearl Streets when Riedemann
lost control while rounding a
corner. The Jeep entered the
north ditch and overturned.
— Joseph Brennan

MIDLANDS

High winds, hail
cause minor damage

High winds and hail passed
through parts of eastern Ne-
braska and southwest Iowa ear-
ly Saturday, but little damage
was reported.
James Meyer, a meteorolo-

gist at the National Weather
Service office in Valley, said
minor flooding in Omaha was
reported at 120th and Fort
Streets. He said a few trails and
bike paths were affected.
The forecast for Sunday in

the Omaha area calls for sunny
skies, but stormy conditions
could return later in the week,
said Becky Kern, a meteorolo-
gist for the weather service.
— Zack Colman

Briefly

Cesar de Leon, former head
of the nation’s pipeline safety
agency, said there’s no ques-
tion that using thinner pipe at
higher pressure “lessens” the
safety margin, although he said
increased monitoring and main-
tenance could offset that risk.
Still, de Leon, now a private

consultant based in Boerne,
Texas, said using the higher
pumping pressure “pushes the
technological envelope,” which
he likened to BP drilling deeper
and deeper into the Gulf.
“It’s running beyond what’s

been the norm,” he said of the
pipeline project. “I think they’ll
be successful in getting it, but
I certainly think you’d be safer
running at a lower pressure.”
TransCanada, the Canadian

company building the pipeline,
has been safely using thinner
pipe made of stronger steel for
years in Canada, a spokesman
said.
Jeff Rauh said the company

plans several extra safeguards,
including X-ray checks on ev-
ery weld, more confirmation
of steel integrity and coatings
and burying the pipeline 4 feet
deep instead of the required 30
inches.
Historically, pipeline leaks

are rare, small and localized,
he said. The historic average is
less than three barrels, or 126
gallons, he said. Leaks would be
especially slow moving through
the sands and groundwater of
the Sand Hills, Rauh said.
Aerial surveillance of the

pipeline would be done every
two weeks. The pipe is designed
to withstand puncturing by ex-
cavation equipment.
“This is a welded pipeline. It

is designed for zero leakage,”
he said. “However, if a leak oc-
curs, we are absolutely ready to
respond.”
A recent draft environmental

impact statement on the project
acknowledges that oil spills oc-
cur and that some could go un-
detected for “days or weeks.”
The draft statement also con-

cludes Keystone XL would have
“limited adverse environmental
impacts” if the pipeline adheres
to safety rules and laws.
The pipeline, scheduled to be

built in 2011-12, would supple-
ment a newly completed seg-
ment crossing eastern Nebras-
ka.
The new pipeline would more

than double the capacity to ship
tar sand oil to U.S. refineries in
Oklahoma and Texas.
Canada has become the na-

tion’s No. 1 supplier of oil, and
the primary source has become
oil extracted from vast tar sand

deposits. One recent report says
tar sand oil could provide 36
percent of U.S. needs by 2030.
Environmentalists decry the

strip-minelike techniques and
the water- and energy-intensive
process needed to extract the
oil.
“It’s very environmentally

damaging,” said Ken Winston,
a lobbyist for the Sierra Club
in Nebraska. “If another pipe-
line is built, it will just encour-
age more development of tar
sands.”
The Sierra Club, Common

Cause-Nebraska and the Wild-
life Federation oppose Key-
stone XL, and newnebraska.net
has launched an online petition
drive against it.
TransCanada says if the pipe-

line isn’t built, the United States
would have to rely on unstable
and often unfriendly nations in
South America, Africa and the
Middle East for its oil.
“We’re creating a link to a

growing and stable source of
North American oil,” said Rauh,
with TransCanada.
But theGulf spill has changed

things.
“It’s just raised everyone’s

level of attention about what
could possibly happen,” said
State Sen. Annette Dubas of
Fullerton, whose farmland is
crossed by Keystone XL. “I
have a lot of constituents in
my district who are very con-
cerned.”
A legislative bill introduced

this spring would have required
TransCanada to pay more taxes
on the pipeline. That raised con-
stitutional questions, and the
measure died.
Questions about what power,

if any, the state has in such pipe-
line projects led the Legisla-
ture’s Natural Resources Com-
mittee to order an interim study
headed by Dubas, committee
vice chairman, and Sen. Kate
Sullivan of Cedar Rapids.
In general, the U.S. Depart-

ment of Transportation over-
sees pipelines that cross state
lines. Because Keystone XL is
Canada-based, the State Depart-
ment also has jurisdiction.
Dubas said the interim study

will sort out whether Nebraska
has a role.
“We sit on top of the largest

aquifer in the world,” she said.
“We can’t be too cautious when
we’re talking about protecting
our water resources.”
South Dakota held public

hearings on the pipeline siting,
but an official there acknowl-
edged that the feds handle safe-
ty issues.
Sen.DebFischer ofValentine,

whose district is also crossed by
the pipeline, said she wished

the route had avoided the Sand
Hills, where the water table
sometimes exceeds ground
level.
But that probably would have

made the pipeline cost prohibi-
tive, said Heidi Tillquist, a Fort
Collins, Colo., environmental
toxicologist hired by TransCan-
ada. The “most direct” route is
the best, she said.
Major pipeline oil leaks,

Tillquist added, are quite rare.
One calculation, she said, put
the chance of a leak at once
every 7,400 years per mile of
pipeline.
The application to pump pipe-

line oil at a higher pressure
using thinner pipe was raised
repeatedly during State Depart-
ment hearings last month in
Fairbury, York and Atkinson.
Rauh said the thinner pipe

(0.465 of an inch versus 0.515)
and higher pressure (80 percent
of design strength versus 72
percent) have been used safely
in Canada and other countries
for years.
TransCanada expects a re-

sponse to its application for the
proposed pipeline and waiver
by the end of the year.
The higher pumping pres-

sure was approved for the 30-
inch Keystone Pipeline, the first
time that had been done. That
pipeline is expected to go online
later this year. The larger Key-
stone XL would first be used in
2013.
About $20 million a year in

additional property taxes would
be paid initially, then decrease,
ending after 15 years. Over-
all, 21 permanent jobs would
be created in Nebraska. Key-
stone’s U.S. headquarters would
be in Omaha.
State Sen. Chris Langemeier

of Schuyler, chairman of the
Natural Resources Committee,
said he is convinced the newest
pipeline can be safely operated,
although he expressed concern
about the federal government’s
ability to regulate it.
He noted that the first Key-

stone Pipeline goes under the
Platte River, a major drinking
water source for both Omaha
and Lincoln.
But some environmentalists

say the Gulf tragedy should put
everyone on guard about “state-
of-the-art” efforts to extract
and move oil.
“If this aquifer is lost, that’s

a heck of a lot of water to lose,”
said Charlotte Manton of Lin-
coln, a board member of Com-
mon Cause.

Contact the writer:
402-473-9584, paul.hammel@owh.com
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Hackett and his wife at the
time, Robin, both were trained
in CPR. They removed seaweed
from the physician’s mouth and
began chest compressions and
breathing. Salt water poured out.
They would get a pulse, lose it
and get it back again.
They were in a secluded area,

and it took 22 minutes for an am-
bulance to arrive. A tube was
placed down Heiser’s throat and
he was given oxygen.
Roger Hackett wouldn’t know

the outcome for weeks: The fit
young husband and father pulled
from the ocean, a former Ne-
braska football player and an
orthopedic surgeon, was a quad-
riplegic.

* * *
“Touchdown Tommy,” he was

called at Columbus High School,
and he was good enough to play
wingback for the Cornhuskers.
As a senior, Tom Heiser

scored his only college touch-
down, a 33-yarder against TCU.
When he broke into the open,
he remembered what a Husker
assistant coach had told him as
a freshman: “Nebraska backs do
not get caught from behind.”
Ever since the ocean accident,

he has kept his focus forward,
not looking back.
“He has never said, ‘Why

me?’ ” said his brother, Dr. David
Heiser of Lincoln. “Not even
once. It’s truly amazing.”
Tom Heiser didn’t make All-

America in football, but he made
Academic All-America. He
earned his medical degree at the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center in Omaha in 1979, with
follow-up training in Kansas and
California.
He returned to Nebraska

and became a team orthopedic
physician for the Huskers. He
and wife Nancy had two boys. In
1990, when Nick was 8 and Mark
was 6, the family took a vacation
in Hawaii.
Nancy went for a jog on June

6, 1990, and Tom played with
the boys. While they stayed on

the beach, he got on a small
surfboard known as a “boogie
board.” That’s when the wave
hit him.
Nancy stayed with him at the

local hospital but left the next
day to check on the boys, who
were with baby sitters.
“I got a call that he was not

going to make it,” she recalled.
“They told me he was slipping
into a coma, his neurological
functions were failing, and he
was nonresponsive.”
She returned and said, “Tom,

stick out your tongue!” He
opened one eye, stuck out his
tongue and asked, “What hap-
pened?”
She answered: “C5.”
He knew what that meant: He

had fractured the C5 vertebra.
He immediately gave the name
and phone number of a spinal-
cord surgeon he had worked
with in California.
“I reassured Tom that the

boys were fine,” Nancy said,
“but he knew then what he was
facing and even started helping
to direct his own care.”

* * *
The spinal cord wasn’t sev-

ered, but the damage was severe
— no use of his legs and left
arm, very little of his right arm.
He was flown to Los Angeles and
underwent eight hours of spinal-
fusion surgery.

He then was transferred to
the Craig Institute in Colorado,
where he spent months learning
to live a different kind of life.
Counselors told him and Nancy
that after a catastrophic injury,
many marriages fail.
“What I’ve always said

through the early days and
through the past 20 years,”
Nancy said Saturday, “is that
I’ve had Tom’s eyes, his mind
and his soul. That’s an unbroken
chain of love. And that’s all you
can ask for.”
After about four months in

Colorado, Heiser returned to
Nebraska around the time of his
Oct. 27 birthday, as he turned 37.
Life was surely not over. Two

years later he returned to medi-
cal practice — not as a surgeon,
but seeing patients, diagnosing
problems and directing their
care. Physician’s assistants help
him in clinic, and he has enough
movement in his right arm and
wrist to operate his hydraulic
wheelchair.
He had two boys to raise and

has enjoyed their sports and
other activities. Nick today is a
physician, and Mark is a finan-
cial analyst.
Heiser remains connected to

the Husker athletic program.
The medical center in Omaha
named a strength and fitness
center for him. He served as
chairman of sports medicine
research at Madonna Rehabilita-
tion Hospital in Lincoln.
He is grateful for the many

people who have helped him and
his family over the years, and
he never forgot Roger Hackett,
who pulled him out of the ocean.
They have exchanged Christmas
cards and family photos ever
since.
But they didn’t meet againt

until a year and a half ago, when
the Heisers attended a wed-
ding near Hackett’s home in
the Phoenix area. The two men
embraced, and Tom asked Roger
for details about the rescue.

* * *
Heiser says he loves his work

as a physician and has no plans

to retire. As the 20th anniver-
sary of his accident approached,
though, he and Nancy decided
it was time for relatives and
friends to meet the guy who
pulled off the rescue.
Hackett had never been to

Nebraska and arrived at Eppley
Airfield in Omaha about 1:30
p.m. Friday. We talked as I drove
him to the Heisers’ home along
Firethorn Golf Club in Lincoln.
“I’ve heard from them every

Christmas and still have all the
cards and the pictures of their
boys,” Hackett said. “It makes
me a little emotional because
Tom got to see them grow up.”
Hackett has suffered pain in

his own life. About a decade ago,
he had to identify the body of
an 11-year-old nephew who was
pulled from a lake.
Twenty years after the rescue

on Maui, Hackett can’t under-
stand how he could physically
have pulled the larger man to
shore against a current.
Heiser, meanwhile, even as a

physician, finds it hard to under-
stand why he didn’t suffer brain
damage from loss of oxygen.
In honor of Hackett’s visit to

Nebraska, the Heisers invited
about 50 friends and rela-
tives Saturday to their second
home on Big Sandy Lake near
Ashland, between Lincoln and
Omaha. A Catholic Mass of
celebration preceded dinner and
conviviality, with grateful words
all around — especially for a
man who went into the ocean
looking for a stranger who was
injured and drowning.
“Roger went out there without

knowing where I was,” Heiser
said. “He really put his life on
the line.”
Hackett said the Heisers al-

ways sign their cards, “Forever
grateful,” but they don’t need to
thank him.
“My God, I was privileged,”

he said. “Over the years, they
have taught me a lesson — the
value of life, the value of moving
forward and the value of a fam-
ily so supportive and loving.”

Contact the writer:
444-1132, michael.kelly@owh.com
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Tom Heiser played football at NU
before becoming a surgeon.

nine in Iowa and one in Kansas.
TierOne had eight Omaha offices
and Great Western, 20.
Tyson Sevier, manager of a lo-

cal sports bar and pizzeria, made
a deposit Saturday at the branch
near 114th Street and West
Dodge Road.
“Everything went fine,” Sevier

said after completing the trans-
action. “Banksarebanks.They’re
all kind of the same.”
Shirley Fritz allowed her cell

phone conversation to be inter-
rupted and gave a brief evalu-
ation of her experience at the
branch at 3010 N. 90th St. “Fan-
tastic,” Fritz said. “No problem
whatever.”
Fritz also said it was her un-

derstanding that the TierOne
employees at her branch were
safe from layoffs for the short
term. “They’re all going to keep
their jobs, they say,” she said.
“So that’s super.”
Anderson, however, gave no

assurance that all TierOne work-
ers would keep their jobs.
The future of former TierOne

branches and employees has to
be assessed, he said. Great West-
ern and TierOne had competing
branches inOmaha,O’Neill,Neb.,
and Red Oak, Iowa, and officials
will have to figure out what to do
about those, he said.
At 114th and West Dodge, the

TierOne branch manager, Da-
vida Dickson, was asked by a
reporter what her future holds.
Dee Nadrchal, a Great Western
official, stepped in and pointed to
names she had provided of Great
Western and FDIC spokesmen.
“You’ll need to talk to those

gentlemen here, and they’ll fill
you in,” Nadrchal said.
Janet Brockenbough, who

visited the branch bank at 2101
S. 42nd St., said she had been a
TierOne customer since 2005
and wished her branch would re-
tain the TierOne name. But she
doesn’t expect a hard transition.
“I suspect come August there

may be some changes,” she said.
Anderson said it would take

60 to 90 days to make a full con-
version, including the setting of
interest rates and the melding of
products, services and checking
programs.
But Anderson said he expects

no problems with check writing,
the use of ATMs and debit cards,
and utilization of branch banks.
So far, he said Saturday, an easy
transition had occurred.
“It’s going great,” he said. “I

can tell you that our first priority
is to maintain business as usual.”

Contact the writer:
444-1123, rick.ruggles@owh.com
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It took a drug conviction and
prison term before Marcus Lee
Brown finally understood.
“That’s when I realized, ‘Mar-

cus, you have got to stop,’ ” said
Brown. “‘If you don’t, you will
end up in jail the rest of your
life.’”
Brown, 27, found guidance

while in prison, and now he’s
trying to make sure that other
young people don’t make the
same poor decisions he did.
He mentors them through

Release Ministries, one of 11
programs featured Saturday at
Westroads Mall for the Omaha
area’s first Mentor Fair.
Deborah Neary, executive di-

rector of the Midlands Mentor-
ing Partnership, said about 100
people at the fair expressed in-
terest in becoming mentors.
Daniel Padilla, board presi-

dent for the partnership, said
South Omaha and northeast
Omaha have the greatest need,
but local programs often have
trouble attracting volunteers.
“We need more minority

mentors … especially in those
areas,” he said.
Padilla said mentors can give

young people who are in diffi-
cult home situations guidance
and direction away from vio-
lence.
“We have to improve the con-

ditions here,” he said. “We have
to take the kids off guns and off
the streets.’’
Padilla said gun violence is

“getting normal. We don’t want
that.”
Sheryl Lindau, director of or-

ganizational development with
Big Brothers Big Sisters, said
many volunteers feel uncom-
fortable mentoring in neighbor-
hoods with higher crime rates.
But those communities need
mentors the most, she said.
Brown said he wasn’t afraid

to live in a tough neighborhood.
In fact, he said, he’s built a
home in a tough neighborhood.
“I put my life where all the

craziness was happening to
make a change, and it’s happen-
ing,” he said.
“I do it because I took from

the community for so long and
this is my way of giving back.”
For more information on be-

coming a mentor, go to www.
buildingbrightfutures.net.

Contact the writer:
444-1545, zack.colman@owh.com

Mentors calledkey to
steeringkids straight


